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In the midst of such sorrowful existence, he once
happened to go to Sholapur, where he met a friend of his
and shared his agony with him. The friend was deeply
moved by the predicament of Venkannachar and
appealed to him to try the course of action he would be
proposing.

Venkannachar poured out, 'What is the use of seeing
more specialists and subjecting myself to tests again and
again. They will only be taunting me with their remarks
about the stupidity of my action!'

'You need not have to go to doctors, but I am
suggesting one who is above all of them,' said the friend
in a comforting tone.

1 say, where do you want me to go to?'

'I would advise you to go to Mantralaya and pray to
Guru Raghavendra, performing seva to him. You will
definitely find a change for the better.'

'It is established beyond doubt that Venkannachar
cannot get back his eyesight. Why then are you giving
him false hopes?' said another person who was there.

'It is not that. Gururaja's bountiful mercy cannot be
gauged by anyone. He has saved even persons almost
given up as dead. Let Venkannachar go to Mantralaya
and do seva, as nothing is going to be lost in that.'

'I did not mean it that way. Knowing that something is
beyond fulfilment, praying for such mercy and performing
seva with that objective in mind, can even cause a
negative impact, in that the affected person may, apart
from being blind, lose also his faith and be weaned away